
 

 

United 
Week 1 – October 11, 2020 

Scripture: Joshua 5:13-15, 1 Peter 3:15 
 

 

Grab your Bible and a few people to connect with. Look up the verses below and share your 

thoughts. It’s that easy! 
 
Share: Have you had any relationships fractured or lost over policital diagreements?   

 

Read Joshua 5:13-15 and 1 Peter 3:15 together: Take turns reading if you prefer. Enjoy the different Bible 

translations we each read. As you read think about how God wired us to build a great life in community with 

others. 

 

Discuss the following context: 

A divided church cannot teach unity to a divided world. Will the watching world see the community of Christ 

as a new way, or just one of the polarized opinions connected to the ways of the world?   

 

In Joshua 5:13-15, Joshua is about to experience a great victory over the people of Jericho, but first, he sees 

this man with a sword and immediately wants to categorize him as “one of us” or “the enemy”. But the man 

who identifies himself as a commander of the army of the Lord gives a surprising reply. He says “neither”. 
 

Share your thoughts about following questions: 

1. How can it be that Joshua was fighting on behalf of God, yet God’s own commander doesn’t take the side 
of Joshua? What does the commander say instead? What do you think it meant? 

 

2. In 1 Peter 3:15, Peter is writing from Rome to Gentile Christians who were under constant threat of 

persecution and intimidation under the Roman empire. Peter was very familiar with being ready to 

defend or offend with his words. In fact, his words got him in trouble several times with Jesus. But, now 

he is saying that there is a way better way to express beliefs. 
 

a. What does Peter mean when he said to “set apart Christ as Lord?” 
 

b. Many people follow the middle part of this verse “always be prepared to give an answer…” 
without being sure to remember the critical end of the verse “do this with gentleness and 
respect”. How have you personally witnessed this?   

 

c. Gentleness and respect are not being modeled for us in current public spheres such as news and 

debates. Have you seen anyone modeling this well? Can you share some things that might help 

you to personally respond with gentleness and respect?   

 

3. Think about the awe and reverance God inspires. What if we all took seriously that God created every 

person in His own image and we then treated every person as being worthy of that same awe and 

respect? Now think of a person you really disagree with or who is very different. Describe what it could it 

look like to interact with them through this lens?  

 

Pray together: Ask each other to share what is on your heart today. Thank God for the freedom we have in 

our country to have differing views and for the privilege of casting a vote. Ask for the Spirit of God to guide 

each of you in your desire to see every single person as created in God’s image and as worthy of reverence, 
awe, and respect.   


