
Kensington Church’s Response to the COVID-19 Situation:

Birmingham
Hello Kensington Birmingham Community,

This is Justin Warns. As many of you know, I recently stepped into 
the role of Co-Leading the Birmingham Campus with Bill Holbrook. 
I wanted to spend a few moments sharing some reflections and 
encouragement with you. Over the past ten years, I have clung to 
Philippians 4:6-9, which says:

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And 
the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers 
and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, 
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable-if anything 
is excellent or praiseworthy-think about such things. Whatever you 
have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me-put it into 
practice. And the God of peace will be with you.” Philippians 4:6-9

Ironically, these were the first verses I memorized as a follower of 
Christ, and they have become a foundation for my life. This week 
I have been reading these verses over and over. Often, I pray to 
remove worry, but this week a different perspective rose to the 
surface, and I am always thankful for how these verses re-center my 
mind and my priorities.
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Paul (writing this most likely in isolation and imprisonment) is not saying we should just 
stop worrying, but in the midst of our worries ACTIVELY DEPEND on a God who hears our 
cries, loves us and cares for us. As a result of our dependence, even though our circumstances 
may not change, our focus begins to shift. And when our focus changes, the PEACE OF GOD, 
which TRANSCENDS ALL UNDERSTANDING, can actively guard our minds and hearts. I 
needed that reminder once again. In this chaotic time, I am clinging to God’s peace as I pray 
for our community, for our families, and for the many people in the medical world who are on 
the front lines fighting for the lives of others.

We are all navigating the complexity of this situation. I am thankful for the many of you 
who have reached out to serve through our Move Out initiatives HERE. I know many small 
groups are meeting over Zoom and Skype to encourage one another. I know you are creating 
intentional moments to finish a project, navigate the chaos of homeschool (wow... teachers 
are incredible right?!?!), or shift into a new spiritual rhythm. In the middle of our current 
circumstances, I am praying for peace, a peace that guards your heart and mind. Numbers 
6:26 is considered a prayer of peace, and I find no better way to encourage all of us than 
writing these words...

“May the LORD bless you and keep you; may the LORD make his face shine on you and be 
gracious to you; May the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace.”

Bill Holbrook and I are extending an invitation to connect personally. If you would like prayer, 
a phone call, or the opportunity to video conference, please email us - we would love to 
connect.

We also wanted to create a space where any of you in our community could join in on a 
digital platform. So we have created two opportunities over the next week that we invite you 
to join us to encourage each other, connect, and pray together.

3/30 - Monday @ 9am

4/1 - Wednesday @ 8:30pm

Meeting Link: https://bit.ly/KCBirminghamConnection

Zoom Meeting ID if needed: 267 305 274

(Continued on next page.)
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Finally, we wanted to update you on Cliff and Angela Johnson. As many of you know, the 
Johnsons had a pretty tumultuous ten-week stretch following Christmas. The last two weeks 
have been more of a positive trend for Angela’s health. This trend has been a great relief to 
them because it has kept Angela away from Beaumont during this COVID-19 crisis. Please pray 
for this trend to continue. Pray for the new shift in her medications and fluids regime. Pray for 
her kidney numbers to stabilize. Especially in this season, pray for protection for their family 
as they have been following the strict stay-at-home guidelines. And join us in praying that 
when she goes into Beaumont for periodic outpatient treatments she is protected from this 
virus. Thank you for your support, encouragement, and love for the Johnson Family.

Grace and Peace,

Justin Warns

For more info, contact

Birmingham Campus Director: Bill Holbrook
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