
 

 

United 
Week 2 – October 18, 2020 

Scripture: Matthew 5:38-44, Colossians 2:15, Philippians 2:5-11 
 

 

Grab your Bible and a few people to connect with. Look up the verses below and share your 

thoughts. It’s that easy! 
 
Share: Do you think Jesus stayed away from politics/political issues? Explain.  

 

Read Matthew 5:38-44, Colossians 2:15, and Philippians 2:5-11 together: Take turns reading if you prefer. 

Enjoy the different Bible translations we each read. As you read think about how Jesus taught about a 

kingdom that is more powerful than any the world has ever seen. 

 

Discuss the following context: 

Somehow, a belief persisted that Jesus was apolitical, that He simply spent His time talking about spiritual 

things with no interest in political or physical realities. Nothing could be further form the truth. In the political 

world of first century Israel, there were 4 groups (Pharisees, Sadducees, Essenes, and Zealots). Jesus had 

moments that He aligned with each group. And the group of disciples He carefully chose represented 

different groups. He lived daily in the tension of politics. But Jesus demonstrated His brilliance and spiritual 

authority when He taught. He said things like “You have heard it said…but I say…” 

 

Share your thoughts about following questions 

1. Matthew 5:38-44 is part of a message we refer to as “The Sermon on the Mount”. It is widely considered 

the greatest message ever preached. Jesus challenged everyone, regardless of which group they aligned 

with. He does the same to us today.   

a. What are some specific ways you see the church acting in a way that is honoring to these 

particular teachings?   

b. What are some ways you see the church failing to honor these teachings?   

c. How about you personally? Share.  

 

2. The account of Jesus’ brutal death by crucifixion would have sounded familiar to those in the ancient 

world. The sequence of events mirrored that of the “triumph” which was the ceremony to coronate a 
new Caesar in Rome. Paul writes in Colossians 2:15 that Jesus triumped by the cross. When everything 

seemed lost, there was a bigger plan in place. It might have looked like defeat, but it was the greatest act 

of love and grace the world has ever seen. It was the coronation of the King of Kings!   

a. What are some things that feel too far gone, lost, or hopeless to you right now?   

b. What can you do to put your trust in the King of Kings, rather than give in to hopelessness.?  

 

3. Philippians 2:5-11 describes our King and says we should have the same mindset as Him in our 

relationsihps with others. 

a. What are some of the attributes in these verses that you hope to personally grow in?   

b. If you are feeling hopeless or fearful of our current political climate, do you find any hope as you 

read vs. 9-11?  

 

Pray together: Ask each other to share what is on your heart today. Thank God for giving us a Savior and King 

who defeated the powers and authorities of this world. Ask God for the peace that comes from the truth that 

Jesus is above every name. Ask God to show you what it looks like to live in relationship with one another 

having the mindset of Christ.  


