


When you give a Year-End Christmas Gift to Kensington
Church, you’re making a major impact in the lives of  thousands, 
from neighbors down the street to our friends around the world.

Here’s how and where your Year-End 

Christmas Gift
will make an impact…



It’s your generosity that has allowed us to share Christ with more people 
than ever before. We hope this booklet gives you a glimpse into how 

your Year-End Christmas Gift will bring hope to the hopeless, give life 
in the most desperate situations, and spread the message of Jesus to 

our local communities and the world. 

It’s been a tremendous, record-breaking year here at Kensington. We’re 
ending the year with our hearts bursting with joy, anticipation, and 

thankfulness for all that God is doing in our midst. It’s a beautiful season 
that we’re in, and we’re running full speed ahead into 2018. 

Mark Nelson
Co-Founder 
& Clarkston Campus Lead Pastor

Dave Wilson
Co-Founder
& Orion Campus Lead Pastor

Steve Andrews
Co-Founder
& Lead Pastor



Working with Pokot 
Outreach Ministries, we 
holistically aid in the 
physical and spiritual 
needs of more than 1 
million people living in 
western Kenya in some of 
the harshest conditions on 
earth. 

Kenya
Your financial 
partnership reaches 
God's children in 
Kenya.
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4  |  Move Out Opportunities

School 
Partners

Your giving builds relationships 
with teachers, students, parents, 
and staff at under-resourced 
schools near each of our campuses. 
It fosters an ongoing friendship 
built on the love of Jesus, and 
openhandedness. It’s what allows 
us to share Jesus with our schools. 



Israel-Palestine
Your Year-End Christmas Gift helps us 
build relationships with Bethlehem 
Bible College and other Palestinian 
and Messianic leaders to empower 
them to continue to build and unify 
the Church in the place where it all 
started.
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Students
Your faithful generosity reaches the next generation. 
Students who take part in our ministries find their 
identity in Christ within a safe community. 

Learn how your financial gifts impact our student 
ministries at kensingtonchurch.org/students.

6  |  Student Ministries



Kkids
Your generosity helps our kids 
receive nurturing care and 
participate in fun activities in 
a safe, loving environment. 
During weekend services and 
events, adults can focus on 
experiencing the message while 
their kids are having tons of 
fun learning about Jesus.

Kaleo Kids
Kaleo Kids (formerly K-Rock) 
trains, encourages, and challenges 
kids in fine arts, giving them a 
platform to share their gifts with 
others. Students rotate through 
music, dance, and drama classes, 
as well as join in a large group 
session where they learn that 
their identity won’t be found in 
their talents, but in Jesus alone.

Student Ministries  |  7



8  |  Emily’s Story

One night, alone in her freshman year of high school, Emily 
attempted to take her own life. By the grace of God, she failed.
 
She knew there had to be something more to life, so she 
reached out to her friends who were involved in Kensington’s 
Edge program, a ministry for high schoolers.

 I didn’t know what to expect, but I walked into that Sunday 
night broken and not knowing what I was looking for. I don’t 
remember exactly what the service was about, but I remember 
hearing about God in a way that I had never received before. 
Not just what He was, but who He is, and who I am in Him.

Allowing herself to step into vulnerability in Edge small groups, 
Emily found her safe place among a community who showed 
her authentic care, pure love, and unfailing compassion. She 
found a home, family, and a love that she didn’t know existed.

Watch Emily's story at kensingtonchurch.org/gift and learn 
more about how your Year-End Christmas Gift fuels our 
student ministries at kensingtonchurch.org/students. 



NAME:

CAMPUS: BIRMINGHAM



Afghanistan

Your spirit of openhandedness allows us to 
partner with Big Life. Through our partnership, 
we are energizing the house church movement in 
a predominately Muslim country by providing a 
safe place where people find their faith in Christ.

10  |  Global Partners



Partnering with Christ’s 
Evangelical Mission, together 
we provide medical care, 
education, teaching, Bible 
training, church planting 
training, and care to 
widows and orphans.

India 
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Breakaway
Breakaway is a place where 
students in grades 6-8 can 
discover that God is relevant 
in their lives through action-
packed messages and 
adventure-filled activities. 

Edge
Edge allows our high school 
students to belong and be known. 
It allows them to step into Christ-
centered relationships and shine 
the love of Christ at their local 
high schools.

18/29 Young Adults
Your giving fuels events and small groups for people ages 18-29.
Our young adult ministry is an intentional community, seeking life 
change, discipleship, and to embody the nature of Jesus for the next 
generation. 

12  |  Student & Young Adult Ministries
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Your Year-End 
Christmas Gift 

reaches the next 
generation. 



Eg ypt
Home to more than 95 million 
people, Egypt is the most 
populous country in the 
Arab World and one of the 
most resistant to Christianity. 
Your giving allows us to 
partner with Near East 
Outreach, fueling house 
churches, evangelizing to 
the unreached, and caring 
for those with mental and 
physical disabilities.

14  |  Global Partners
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Thanksgiving 
Baskets

Spring Serve

Each fall we fill the holiday season 
with an extra helping of peace and 
joy for local families by donating 
and delivering Thanksgiving 
baskets to the families of 
Kensington’s partner schools who 
may not have the resources for 
a warm Thanksgiving dinner. 

Each spring we roll up our 
sleeves and go out to serve 
the local community through 
outdoor and indoor clean-
up and rehab projects. 
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Your giving 
transforms our 
local communities. 
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m o r e  t h a n  a 

Building 
1,600 people lined the perimeter of the new Clinton 

Township campus facility at the groundbreaking 
ceremony and prayed that thousands more would 

come to know Jesus in Macomb County. 

The new 24/7 hub facility is expected to open in 
Spring 2018.
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We’ve seen more than 125,000 people 
walk through our doors in the past 12 
months at our eight local campuses.

Our eight campuses transform communities for 
Christ in metro Detroit, Orlando, and Traverse City. 
We believe that investing in these local communities 
makes a tremendous impact in a region, and 
your giving is what makes our reach possible. 

Campusing

18  |  Campusing
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Nepal 
Your generosity allows us to 
partner with organizations 
to fight against trafficking 
of women and children for 
sexual exploitation.
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Watch Bob’s full story at kensingtonchurch.org/gift
and visit kensingtonchurch.org/care to learn about how 

your generosity fuels Kensington’s Care Initiatives.

Life became unmanageable. I was not dealing 
with my reality well. I was stalling as an 

employee, failing as a husband, faltering as a 
father, and lukewarm as a follower. 

I needed to change, and I knew it.

Turning to alcohol to mask the pain, Bob’s life was 
filled with discontentment, isolation, and loneliness. 

Through Celebrate Recovery, Bob found freedom 
knowing that who he is in light of Christ’s mercy and 
grace is far greater and more powerful than his past. 

His old destructive habits are now gone, and he is 
in alignment with who God created him to be.



Small Groups
We're not meant to do life alone...

Amazing freedom is found in growing in God’s 
likeness. Almost 4,000 people pursue Christ-centered 
relationships and learn about God in groups like Alpha, 
Insights, DIG, and Full Throttle.

22 | Jump In Opportunities  
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Foster Care & Adoption
Whether it’s foster care or adoption, Safe Families 
for Children, Refugee Foster Care or Mentoring, 
our programs fulfill commands in Scripture to help 
orphans and bring the Father to the fatherless.

Marriage Mentors
For couples who are engaged, newly married, or need 
some help through a tough season, having another 
couple in their life to provide biblical guidance, share 
advice, and listen prayerfully is a priceless advantage.

Help Bank 
When crisis hits, we step in to provide relief and 
support to local families going through a rough time. 

Your giving helps us 
come alongside people 
going through life's joys 
and hardships.



E v e n t s
Each year over 100 events inspire us, ignite our 

passion, and transform our hearts. At events ranging 
from SMASH48, Man Up, and Rock Your Family, to 

Leadership Gathering, Baptism events, and retreats, 
thousands of people experience life change.
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South 
Sudan 
Your generosity brings 

hope to people in 
South Sudan.

Through our partnership, 
we are able to provide 
medical care to dozens 
of villages, along with 

food relief to the poorest 
of the poor, which spurs 

conversations about Jesus 
and provides opportunities 

to share the good news. 
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Weekend Services

Every detail and creative element of our weekend 
services—the message, arts, music, worship, video, 
drama, and lights—is our direct pipeline to reach

the [one]. 

Your Year-End Christmas Gift allows us 
to reach the [one] during each service at 

all eight of our campuses.

 26  |  Weekend Services
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God has given us a passion to break 
out of our four walls to reach the four 
corners of the world by mobilizing 
ourselves to reach the nations.

Your giving allows us to send 
people to 19 locations across 
the globe on short-term trips.

Short-Term Trips

28 | Move Out Opportunities 



The church is more than brick walls and big 
stages. At Kensington, we invest in spaces that 
make each campus feel welcoming to visitors 
and feel like home to regular attenders. 

Your giving is what allows our 
campuses to reach our communities.

Your openhandedness has fueled 
four new church start-ups this past 
year, 58 in Kensington’s history.

We believe churches are God’s way of impacting 
the world. We also believe that it takes all kinds 
of churches to reach all kinds of people. Your 
financial support helps us reach hundreds of 
thousands of people around the globe each year 
through our investment in church planting. 

Church Planting

Buildings & 
Facilities

Church Planting & Facilities  |  29



30  |  Roma's Story

NAME:

CAMPUS: TROY

The first time uncontrollable, crippling panic overtook me was in the fall of 
2008. I knew in my gut that something was wrong. But little did I know, that 
this would be the start of years and years of mentally excruciating pain."

Just last year, Roma experienced her worst bout of anxiety. 

"For reasons still completely inexplicable, my safe place became 
my car, I couldn’t leave. For almost an entire year, I had to drop 
out of class and quit working in order to pursue full-time car 
living. Everyday tasks became such a huge battle. I remember days 
where it took me hours to leave my car, just to take a shower.

Though I couldn’t go to school, or I couldn’t go into stores, or even step 
foot into my own living room, I was able to go to every church service 
on Sunday. Whenever I was at Kensington, I felt safe. Whether it was 
an 18/29 worship event, or a noon service on a Sunday, I felt the Holy 
Spirit so strongly whenever I was in the walls inside Kensington.

Watch Roma's full story of healing 
through Jesus and the incredible 
support from her community at 
Kensington that led her to a newfound 
freedom at kensingtonchurch.org/gift. 
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Your financial gifts allow 
hundreds of people to 

ask tough questions and 
find Christ through our 

year-round ministry of Alpha.

32  |  Jump In Opportunities
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GriefShare
Our 13-week study guides people through grief and loss, and 
points them to healing in Jesus. 

Celebrate Recovery
Our confidential Bible-based recovery programs are designed to 
offer support and hope for the hurts, habits, and hang-ups of life.

Divorce Recovery
Our 10-week recovery workshops come alongside 
people who are going through the painful and 
stressful experience of separation or divorce. 
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Your openhanded living brings 
hope to people dealing with 
tough times.



3434  |  Baptism

Baptism
More than 860 people publicly displayed 

their acceptance of Christ through baptism 
this year thanks to your generosity.
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Your openhandedness supports the training 
of pastors, lay leaders, and evangelists, and 
provides the Living Word of God to people in 
this region who have never heard the gospel. 

Cuba 
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Your gift of $7 brings the anti-FGM message and 
training to an individual in Kenya. Last year, 16,000 
people received awareness training in an effort to 

combat FGM among the Pokot! 

Your gift of $85 can pay an electric bill for a local family 
in need through Kensington’s Help Bank.

Your gift of $125 funds one month of supplies and 
healthy snacks for after-school activities in our School 

Partner programs.

Your gift of $120 sends one child to camp where Israeli 
and Palestinian kids learn how to love one another. 

Your gift of $200 allows students in our partner 
schools to participate in a semester of performing arts 
programming with trained professionals who share the 

love of Jesus. 

Each Christmas, thousands 
of people give joyfully and 
openhandedly to continue Christ’s 
work through Kensington. Each 
Year-End Christmas Gift makes 
a major difference in our local 
communities and around the world. 

Your gift 
makes a 

difference.
Here is how your Year-End Gift will 

transform and mobilize lives...

36 | Difference Makers



Your gift of $1,800 provides 200 Bibles to believers in 
Afghanistan who share the gospel with those willing to 

hear it.

Your gift of $600 provides a church planter in India 
with 9 months of training before they launch a new 

church.

Your gift of $235 starts a house church in Egypt in a 
community that has never heard the gospel. 

Your gift of $250 can help make minor repairs to the 
home of an elderly person through our 

Spring Serve program. 

Your gift of $2,000 operates a border station for one 
month to monitor and rescue girls being trafficked 

from Nepal to India. 

Your gift of $130 supports an evangelist who moves 
throughout South Sudan to share the 

message of Jesus. 

Your gift of $5,000 allows hundreds of people to ask 
tough questions and find Christ through our 

year-round Alpha ministry.  

Your gift of $12,000 shares the gospel with 300,000 
people in Cuba each year. 
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F i v e  e a s y  w a y s  t o  g i v e . . .
Your Year-End Christmas Gift will allow us to continue reaching more people with the 
hope, love, and transformative power of Jesus. You can make a gift that impacts people 
in our communities and all over the world by:

• Giving on the Kensington Church app. 

• Making a quick and secure gift online at kensingtonchurch.org/gift.

• Writing a check to drop in the offering or send through the mail using this postage-
paid reply envelope. 

• Giving stocks, bonds, or mutual funds. This “double tax advantage” allows you to 
avoid capital gains tax by transferring appreciated securities instead of liquidating or 
selling before you give. 

• Texting the words ‘Kensington Christmas’ to 77977 and following the link to complete 
your gift.

Questions about your Year-End Christmas Gift? Contact our Development Office at 
giving@kensingtonchurch.org or call 248.786.0637.



40

Merry Christmas!

From all of us at 
K E N S I N G T O N

C H U R C H 

Kensington Church’s Leadership Team
Not pictured:  Jenny Warns, Nancy Wurm, Kevin Valentine,  Bill Holbrook, and Greg Ruby



1825 E Square Lake Rd
Troy, Michigan 48085

kensingtonchurch.org/gift




